
ARC Core® is a high-quality curriculum designed to improve 
outcomes for students and teachers. A carefully structured 
project-based learning process ensures students are ready 
to meet the demands of college (or career) through extensive 
reading (both as a class and independently), multiple 
extended writing projects, and daily practice discussing  
both ideas and texts with peers.

Organized into thematic units, ARC Core provides flexibility 
for each district to customize its scope and sequence. 
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Visit our website to see the video 
americanreading.com/arc-core

Grade Level SKills Independent Practice

Complex Text Meaningful Writing Tasks

LIONS
Endangered

Written and Illustrated by Daniel Hernández
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Fun Fact!

A lion’s mane 
can cause him 
to overheat.

Lions can run 
up to 35 mph.2

Male lions can grow up to four feet tall and nine to ten feet long. They can weigh between 330 and 500 pounds. Since lions are so big, they don’t have many natural enemies. A lion’s fur is yellow-gold and helps to camouflage it against the dry grass when it hunts. A male lion’s mane is brown and can protect the lion’s neck when he fights with other lions.

Physical Characteristics
Male Lions

Female Lions
Female lions are smaller than males and do not have manes. They can weigh between 260 and 400 pounds. Both male and female lions have a tuft of black fur at the end of their tails.
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Select an animal to research. 
Research Questions:
1. Describe the animal’s behavior and explain how these adaptations help it survive.

2. Describe the animal’s physical characteristics and explain how these adaptations help it survive.
3. Describe the biome in which this animal lives. What are the biggest survival challenges in this biome? What adaptations help the animal to survive in its biome?

4. Diagram this animal’s food web. What adaptations help the animal find food and avoid being eaten?
5. Chart the stages in this animal’s life cycle. What adaptations help the animal to successfully grow and reproduce?

6. Identify and describe threats to this animal’s survival.

Reader: _____________________________ Room: ___________
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LABS #1 Drafting
Informational Writing

1 Final Project Organizers: Complete your Final Project 
Organizer.

2
Models: Look through examples of informational books to 
see how they are organized: cover, title page, dedication, 
table of contents, text, illustrations, glossary, captions, etc. 
Look for good ideas.

3
Create Your Draft Book: Create a draft book by stapling 
blank pages in the same size and shape as your finished book. 
Use this paper book to design and write your draft copy.

4
Page Plan: Plan what will go on each page of your book: 
dedication, index, text, illustration, etc. Label every page of 
your draft book, using Post-Its or pieces of paper and tape.

5
Content Plan: Decide what content you will put into your 
book and how it will be organized. Create your table of 
contents.

6

Page Layout: Plan each page of text. Where will the words 
go, and where will the illustrations go? Cut out pieces of 
paper in the right size and shape for the text on each page. 
Tape or staple in place lightly. Using paper cutouts will allow 
you to draft, revise, and edit your text without having to 
redo your draft book.

7

Draft: Using your organizers, choose the big idea that 
you want to communicate for your first chapter. Create an 
interesting topic sentence that clearly communicates your 
big idea. Provide details to explain and support it. Repeat for 
each chapter.
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Author Editor

Word Usage

First-, second-, or third-person narrator is consistent.

Verbs agree with nouns and pronouns.

Verb tense is consistent.

Sentence Structure

There are no sentence fragments.

There are no run-on sentences.

The sentences used are varied in type.

Punctuation

Every sentence ends with an end mark (. ? ! ).

Words in lists are separated by commas.

Direct quotations are set up correctly.

Apostrophes are used correctly.

Capitalization

Every sentence begins with a capital letter.

The proper name of any person, place, or thing 
begins with a capital letter.

Every major word in a title begins with a capital 
letter.

“I” is capitalized.

Spelling

Every word is spelled correctly.

Homonyms have been double-checked.

#3 Editing
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LABS #2 Revising
Informational Writing

Read your first draft out loud. Ask yourself: Date 
Complete

1. Focus 

• Who is my audience? 

• What do I want my reader to learn (main ideas)? 

Rework to clarify/develop your main ideas. Remove anything 
that doesn’t contribute to your focus. 

2. Content

• Complete: Have I included the most significant and 
relevant facts, definitions, examples, and concrete details to 
support my ideas? 

• Accurate: Is this information accurate? 

• Credible: Are my sources credible? 

3. Organization

• Are my ideas presented in the most effective order/
structure? 

• Have I used headings and/or visuals?

• Do transition words help the reader move through each 
paragraph and between paragraphs easily?

Reorganize and revise to make your writing a unified whole.

4. Style

Read good examples of informational writing. Rewrite your 
book so that it sounds the way you want it to sound. Read it 
out loud and keep reworking it until you love it. Use precise 
language and domain-specific vocabulary. 
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RE
SE

ARCH

LABS

Date Complete
1. Draft Book: Decide what will go on each page 

of your book. Label each page with a Post-it to 
prevent major mistakes.

2. Plan Location of Words: Decide how the text will 
relate to the illustrations. Will the words be at the 
bottom? In dialogue bubbles? In the middle with 
illustrations for borders? Look for good ideas in 
other books. 

3. Plan What Goes on Each Page: Divide your final 
draft into pages. Plan what illustrations, charts, 
or diagrams will go on each page. Make sure the 
graphics reflect the content on that page.

4. Select Style for Illustrations & Graphics: Study 
the graphics and artwork in other books. What 
style do you like? How will you use illustrations to 
contribute to your focus or purpose?

5. Complete Illustrations & Graphics: Draw your 
pictures and design your graphics. Make sure your 
illustrations show the real environment of your 
main character or topic. This may involve more 
research.

6. Write the Text: Type or write your piece and put it 
into the book.

7. Complete Special Text Features: Design and 
write your special sections. Use other authors’ 
work as models (e.g., title page, dedication, 
glossary, About the Author).

8. About the Author Page: Consider including your 
photograph on your About the Author page.

#4 Publishing
Informational Writing

Materials shown are a representative sample—titles subject to change based on availability.

https://new.americanreading.com/arc-core/
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Build a teacher culture of 
collaborative inquiry and 
continuous improvement.

Create a system where 
struggling readers succeed 
in the same classrooms as 
their on-level peers.

Increase teacher capacity 
to teach reading to any 
student, at any reading 
level, K–12.

Solve the Foundational 
Skills gap once and for all.

Fill schools with a 
river of multicultural, 
multiperspective,  
high-interest trade books.

Make an avid reading 
lifestyle the norm in every 
classroom and every home.

Close the engagement gap 
with a thematic inquiry, 
student-centered curriculum, 
K–12.

Nurture biliteracy through 
an authentic Language Arts 
curriculum in Spanish, K–5.

Use the right data, in real time, 
to locate positive variance 
and replicate success.

Support school and district 
leadership teams with 
a Learning to Improve 
framework.

Benefits of an  
ARC Core Partnership1010

To learn more about ARC Core, visit www.americanreading.com/arc-core


