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POWER WORD PLAYBOOK 
 

Please note: The playbook does not include the  
materials for the creation of the center activities.
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The Power Word Playbook is a compilation  
of the best teacher and kid-tested activities  
for independent practice of 1G and 2G  
power words. Accompanied by clear pictures 
and large print directions, these hands-on  
activities are simple enough for young readers 
to understand, and will engage and delight  
your students as they master these essential  
high-frequency words.

• 1G -2G Foundational Skills Toolkits
• 100 Book Challenge Grade 1 Module
• Kindergarten Research Labs Ecology Module

INCLUDED IN:

As students read/practice their known Power Words, add only a few new ones at a time. 

Make sure the known words exceed the unknown ones. The known words will provide high-

success “islands of certainty” from which to learn new words. A good rule is make sure there are 

four known words for every new word to ensure high success practice. 

Principles of Power Word Practice0. Teach Power Words Using the Foundational Skills Toolkit First1. Ensure High Success
As students read/practice their known Power Words, add only a few newly introduced 

ones at a time. The number of newly introduced words you add will depend on each 

student. The known words will provide high-success “islands of certainty” from which 

to learn newer words. A good rule is to make sure there are at least four known words 

for every newly introduced word.

2. Select Words to Practice with IntentionWhen choosing words for each student to practice, consider:
• Conferencing Data: With which words is the student not  

yet independent? • Student Ownership: Which words would the student prefer 
to practice?

• Writing: Which words, practiced together, will help the 
student construct simple sentences?

3. Look for the Path of Least ResistanceDifferent methods will work better for some students than for others, so try 

experimenting with the practice activities to see what works best for each student.

Student-Led Progress Monitoring 
Give each student a choice of options for marking the words s/he knows 

and keeping track of his/her progress. Once students understand the goal 

and begin to learn new Power Words, they will be encouraged by their 

own progress, excited to practice, and eager to prove they know the words. 
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