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Each Classroom Receives:
• Teacher Resource Kit
• IRLA Home Practice Cards (270-360)
• Instructional Framework
• Take-Home Bags (30)
• Start-Up Workshop
• Rotating Leveled Library (8 Baskets)

In addition....

Grades 4+ Receive:
• Static Classroom Library (2 Baskets)
• Paired Core Texts (30 copies of a 

fi ction and a nonfi ction text)

Grade 2 Receives:
• Read-Aloud Immersion Collection
• Poetry Mini Text Set
• Personal Narrative Mini Text Set

Grade 3 Receives:
• Static Classroom Library (2 Baskets)
• Core Text & Read-Aloud 

Companion Collections

Grades K & 1 Receive:
• Read-Aloud Immersion Collection

Price Per Classroom 
Grades K–5: $3,400 | Grades 6–12: 3,600
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Incentive Add-On
Grades K–5: $900 | Grades 6–12: $700

• Incentive Reading Folders
• Milestone Awards
• Home Coach Magnets
• Incentive Kit Prizes

The Educators’ Guide to
Transformative Literacy Instruction

Grade 5

Launch Unit
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
3. Say one word for each written word.
4. Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
5. Reread when I’m stuck.
6. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
7. Hear words that do and do not rhyme (
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

b

g

l

r

1G:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. 
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Active Reading Habits
Read 1G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 
the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound.
Say one word for each written word.
Stop if something doesn’t make sense and try again.
Reread when I’m stuck.
Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
Hear words that do and do not rhyme (
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Make the first letter sound for all consonants.

c

h

m

s

w

1G: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers learn an increased number of 
letter sounds and use partial cues such as first and final letters 
to read and write words, even if they do not read the whole 
word correctly. They begin to analyze which letters signal 
which speech sounds in the Power Words they are learning. 
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
2. When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 

the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound or 
two-letter combination (

3. Stop and try again if something doesn’t make sense.
4. Reread when I’m stuck.
5. Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
6. Retell a story someone reads to you.
7. Say words that rhyme, some with blends (
8. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use two-letter combinations to start a word.

br cr

bl cl

sk sm

ch sh

2G:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. 

 Skills Card
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Active Reading Habits
Read 2G Power Words at Flash Speed. 
When I come to a word I don’t know, I slide through all 
the sounds I know, starting with the first letter sound or 
two-letter combination (
Stop and try again if something doesn’t make sense.
Reread when I’m stuck.
Tell someone what the book was about and how I know.
Retell a story someone reads to you.
Say words that rhyme, some with blends (
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

Use two-letter combinations to start a word.

dr

fl

sn

th

2G:

Note: In this phase, readers know most common letter sounds and 
use their knowledge of letter-sound cues to read and write Power 
Words, but they may not be able decode unfamiliar words yet. 
They continue to analyze which letters signal which speech sounds 
in the the Power Words they are learning and self-prompt initial 
blends and diagraphs when they encounter unknown words. *265444*
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Use “r” chunks.
-ar -er
car her

Use words I know to read new words.
my by
this miss
like bike
will fill
out shout

Active Reading Habits
1. When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 

through the word to look for parts I know:
• Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
• Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 

a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
• Use “r” chunks to read new words (
• Use final -e to read new words (
• Use long vowel teams to read new words (

tail, boat).
• Use blends at the end of words (

2. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
3. Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
4. Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 

details or problem and solution.
5. Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
6. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. 

*265444*
SC-CCR-2G-V9
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Use words I know to read new words.

shout

Active Reading Habits
When I come to a word I don’t know, I look all the way 
through the word to look for parts I know:

Cover parts of one-syllable words to find chunks I know.
Think of a word that looks the same and rhymes (If 
a∙m is”am”, then h∙a∙m is “ham”).
Use “r” chunks to read new words (
Use final -e to read new words (
Use long vowel teams to read new words (

Use blends at the end of words (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Retell the important events in a story in the correct order.
Tell what the book was about: main topic and key 
details or problem and solution.
Read by myself for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

1B: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers have acquired decoding skills and can 
analyze words to determine which sound is made by each letter. 
They add initial sounds to sight words and use known rimes and 
chunks to read and spell hundreds of new words from memory. 
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Active Reading Habits 
1. Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
2. Read compound words (
3. Read words with these endings (
4. Use double consonant rule (
5. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
6. Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
7. Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from 
the text.
Literature
1. Retell the story in the 

correct sequence.
2. Tell 3 things about the main 

character. Compare him/
her to other characters.

3. What is the problem and 
how is it solved?

4. What is the setting (time 
and place)?

5. What is the most important 
part of the story? Why

6. Do you think this is a good 
story? Why or why not

2B:
Reader: 

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory.

 Skills Card
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Active Reading Habits 
Read two-syllable words built from basic chunks.
Read compound words (
Read words with these endings (
Use double consonant rule (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Use what I know to read what I don’t know.
Read for 15 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Read fiction, nonfiction, and poetry.

 Support answers with evidence from 

Retell the story in the 
correct sequence.
Tell 3 things about the main 
character. Compare him/
her to other characters.
What is the problem and 

What is the setting (time 

What is the most important 
 Why

Do you think this is a good 
 Why or why not

2B: Skills Card

Note: In this phase, readers can read two-syllable words 
and fully analyze and form letter–sound connections 
within words to read and spell them from memory. *265446*
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Active Reading Habits
1. Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (
2. Use three-letter blends (
3. Read two-syllable words with long vowels (
4. Read words with these endings (
5. Use all vowel combinations to read new words (
6. Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
7. Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
8. Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
9. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.

10. Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Literature
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

In the beginning... 
In the middle... 
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 
in the story?

3. Describe the setting, where 
and when the story 
takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of 
this story? How do you know

1R:
Reader: 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265446*
SC-CCR-2B-V9
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Active Reading Habits
Read three-syllable words built from basic chunks (
Use three-letter blends (
Read two-syllable words with long vowels (
Read words with these endings (
Use all vowel combinations to read new words (
Stop and try again when something doesn’t make sense.
Read comfortably and with expression, using punctuation.
Read silently for 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Find a favorite picture book series (or author) and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, fables, and folktales. 

Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events 

Describe the setting, where 
and when the story 

Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for 
different characters.
What is the lesson or moral of 

 How do you know

1R: Skills Card

 Support answers with evidence from the text.
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Literature
1. Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

In the beginning... 
In the middle... 
In the end...

2. Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 
the story?

3. Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.

4. Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 
characters.

5. What is the lesson or moral of this 
story? How do you know

Active Reading Habits
1. Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 

speech, including names.
2. Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 

you recognize the word.
3. Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (

-tion, -ly, -ier, -iest).
4. Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
5. Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
6. Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
7. Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
8. Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
9. Finish a 2R chapter book every week.

10. Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
11. Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R:
Reader: 

 Skills Card
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Retell the story in 3 sentences: 

Describe the main characters. 
How do they react to events in 

Describe the setting, where and 
when the story takes place.
Read a good part out loud, 
using different voices for different 

What is the lesson or moral of this 
 How do you know?

Active Reading Habits
Read three- and four-syllable words familiar from everyday 
speech, including names.
Try different sounds for the letters or chunks in a new word until 
you recognize the word.
Use prefixes and suffixes to read words (

).
Stop and self-correct when something doesn’t make sense.
Visualize as you read books with few or no illustrations.
Read fluently and with expression, using punctuation.
Read silently for at least 30 minutes without getting tired.
Read at home for at least 30 minutes every night.
Finish a 2R chapter book every week.
Find a favorite chapter book series and read them all.
Read fiction, nonfiction, poetry, fables, and folktales. 

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

2R: Skills Card

*265443*
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Literature
1. Describe the setting (time and place) 

and compare it to other stories.
2. Describe the characters and how their 

actions influence events in the story.
3. Retell the key events of the plot in 

chronological sequence.
4. Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

in first or third person?
5. Describe the central problem and 

explain how it is resolved. 
6. What is the central message, lesson, or 

moral? How did the author convey it?
7. How is your point of view on the 

theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Range of Reading
1. Finish a chapter book every week.
2. Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
3. Read something you like from each of these genres:

•Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
•Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
•Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)
•Poetry and drama

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

hypothesize meaning.
• Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 

believed, suspected).
• Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

unknown words.
• Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Reader: 

Wt:

*265443*
SC-CCR-2R-V9
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Describe the setting (time and place) 
and compare it to other stories.
Describe the characters and how their 
actions influence events in the story.
Retell the key events of the plot in 

Identify the narrator. Is the story told 

Describe the central problem and 
explain how it is resolved. 
What is the central message, lesson, or 
moral? How did the author convey it?
How is your point of view on the 
theme or conflict different or the same 
as the narrator’s or the characters’?

Finish a chapter book every week.
Read an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home.
Read something you like from each of these genres:
Informational text (Science, History/Social Studies) 
Fiction stories (Realistic Fiction, Mystery, Humor) 
Traditional tales (Fables, Folktales, Myths)

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Distinguish shades of meaning among related words (e.g., knew, 

Word Parts: Notice and use prefixes, suffixes, and roots as clues to the meanings of 

Figurative Language: Distinguish between literal and nonliteral language.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

Wt: Skills Card
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Literature
1. Using specific details from the 

text, describe in depth:
•A major character.
•A minor character.
•The narrator (first or 

third person).
•The setting (time, place, 

historical era).
•A key event.

2. Retell the key events of the plot 
in chronological sequence.

3. What is the theme of the text? 
How do you know?

4. What other things have you read 
with a similar theme? How does 
this compare?

5. What form (genre) of literature 
is this? How do you know? 
Describe its basic 
structural elements.

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
4. Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 

and History.
5. Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., 
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

Describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Reader: 

Bk: Skills Card

Informational Text
1. Tell the author’s main idea in one sentence.
2. List the key facts and ideas that support the 

author’s main idea.
3. Summarize the information presented. Tell exactly 

what happened and why. Use specific information 
from the text.

4. What do you think is your author’s opinion or 
perspective on this material? How is it different 
from yours?

5. How did the author organize the information (e.g., 
chronological order, compare/contrast, pro/con, 
cause/effect, problem/solution, exposition, etc.)?

6. Was this a firsthand or secondhand account? How 
do you know?

7. Explain one of the graphic features in the text 
(e.g., charts, graphs, diagrams, time lines, maps, 
tables, etc.) and describe how the information 
adds to the rest 
of the text.

Complete a chapter book each week.
Get hooked on a series or author and go on a reading binge.
Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
Read Biography, Contemporary Fiction, Traditional Tales, Poetry, Drama, Science, 

Read silently, faster than you can talk, but with good understanding.

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to hypothesize meaning.
Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Distinguish shades of meaning between potential synonyms (e.g., 
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., simile or metaphor). 

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9

 Skills Card
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Or:
Reader: 
Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Vocabulary & Language
• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

hypothesize meaning.
• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else 

have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 

2. Identify and describe the following literary 
elements in the text: 
•Plot (conflict and resolution)
•Setting (time of day or year, historical 

era, place, situation)
•Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

major and minor)
•Narrator (first person/third person) 

3. Compare each of the above with those 
of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 
support your conclusion. 
•Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 

etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

5. Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 
from the text.

*265442*
SC-CCR-BK-V9
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Or: Skills Card

Complete a chapter book each week.
Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.
Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.

Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.
Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 
personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.

 Support answers with evidence from the text.

From what genre is this text? What else 
have you read in this genre or by this 
author? How does this compare? Describe 
how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of 
view influences how events are described. 
Identify and describe the following literary 

Plot (conflict and resolution)
Setting (time of day or year, historical 

Characters (traits, roles, similarities, 

Narrator (first person/third person) 
Compare each of the above with those 

What is the theme (meaning, message, 
moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) 
of the text? Use details from the text to 

Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, 
etc.) were most important and how do 
they connect to each other? 

Select two characters or events. Compare 
and contrast them. Use specific details 

Copyright © 2021 by American Reading Company®

Pu: Skills Card
Reader: Room: 

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.
2. Read at least one full-length chapter book in each of these genres: Historical 

Fiction, Biography, Science Fiction, Fantasy, and Contemporary Fiction.
3. Choose a topic in Science or History to explore. Become an expert on it.
4. Find a poet you particularly like. Become an expert on his/her work.
5. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone 

reminding you.

Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.

Literature
1. Identify the genre of this text.  What 

are the key elements of this genre? 
What other books have you read in this 
genre or by the same author?

2. Describe how the plot unfolds in a 
series of episodes toward a resolution. 
Include how the characters change 
along the way.

3. Determine the theme or central idea 
of the text. Use details from the text to 
support your thinking. How does this 
reflect the genre?

4. Identify an example of figurative 
language and discuss its impact on 
meaning and tone.

5. Select a key sentence, chapter, scene, or 
stanza and describe how it fits into the 
overall structure of the text. How does 
it affect theme or plot?

6. Discuss how the author develops the 
point of view, or perspective, of the 
narrator in the text.

7. Compare and contrast this text with 
another one you’ve read about the 
same topic or theme in a 
different genre.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? 

What did you already know about 
this subject?

2. Provide an objective summary of the 
text in one sentence.

3. Determine a central idea of the text and 
explain how it is supported by 
key details.

4. Analyze in detail how a key idea, event, 
or person is introduced, described, and 
developed in the text.

5. Select a key word, sentence, paragraph, 
chapter, or section and describe how it 
fits into the overall structure of the text 
and helps develop the central idea.

6. Trace the author’s argument. Which 
claims are supported with valid reasons 
and evidence? Which are not?

7. Determine the author’s point of view or 
purpose for writing and how it 
is conveyed.

8. Compare and contrast two authors’ 
presentations of the same topic.

*265449*
SC-CCR-PU-V9



Informational 
(R.2, R.5, R.7, W.2)

Genre (R.2, R.3, R.5, 
R.9, W.1, W.3)

Argument 
(R.6, R.8, W.1)

Grade 5 ARC Literacy Lab

ARC LITERACY
®LABSLABSLABS Successfully implement Research Labs, 100 Book 

Challenge, and the IRLA in one seamless system. 
ARC LITERACY LABS 6-week unit provides classrooms 
with all the tools and best practices they need to launch 
a year of ARC’s Comprehensive Core Curriculum (or 
another curriculum paired with 100 Book Challenge).

ARC Literacy Lab: Overview54

ARC Literacy Lab Pacing Guide Grade 5*

Reading Goal: By the end of this Unit, students will be able to read and understand increasingly complex texts through a 
combination of vocabulary acquisition, reading strategy development, and extensive practice in a range of texts, both literary 
and informational. (5.5)

Writing Goal: By the end of this Unit, students will have practiced writing in a variety of genres, both in response to text and 
writing like the authors they read. Each student will take one piece of writing through to publication. (5.12)
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Focus Mini-Lesson Students Will... Reading Culture Writing Culture IRLA Expert 

Coaching PLC Focus

Read and Write Like a Detective

PHASE 1: INITIATE ACADEMIC COMMUNITY
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1

Read Like a 
Detective: Clues to 
Understanding

(5.1/5.5/5.6(C)/ 
5.6(F)/5.9/5.12)

Detectives use clues to help understand 
new texts:

Text Features

Author/Series

Genre

Cite text evidence when analyzing 
a text.

Initiate Reading 
Community

Initiate Writing 
Community

Reading Relationship 
Conferences

Types of Readers Scale

Introduce IRLA Levels/
Baskets

Engaged Reader Action Plans

2
Summarizing

(5.6(F)/5.7(C)/ 
5.7(D)/5.9/5.12)

How Readers Look to Other Readers to 
Find Good Books Provide objective summaries 

of both informational texts and 
literature.

Generate hypotheses on an 
author’s theme(s).

Sustain 30 Minutes of 
Independent Reading

Sustain 15 Minutes 
of Independent 
Writing

Collect Baseline 
Writing Samples

Establish Baseline Reading 
Levels (IRLA)

Troubleshoot IRLA Leveling Process

Absentee Makeup System
Summarize and Recommend 
Informational Text

Summarize and Recommend Fiction

PHASE 2: INITIAL ASSESSMENT AND GOAL SETTING

3

Academic 
Vocabulary

(5.3(B)/5.3(C)/ 
5.7(F)/5.12)

Why Vocabulary Matters
Determine the meaning of 
unfamiliar vocabulary, choosing 
flexibly from a range of strategies.

Launch 100 Book 
Challenge

100% On Target for  
In-School Reading

Establish Routines of 
Writing Workshop

Continue to Establish 
Baseline Reading Levels

Plan Home Coach Engagement 
StrategyContext Clues

Word Parts as Clues

4
Author’s Theme

(5.8(A)/5.10(A)/ 
5.12(C))

Theme Make and support claims about 
author’s theme and author’s 
purpose using evidence from  
the text.

100% On Target for  
In-School Reading

Select Own Purpose 
for Writing Confirm IRLA Levels

Emergency Levels Action Plans

Home Reading Makeup System
Purpose for Writing

PHASE 3: STRATEGIC INSTRUCTION/BUILDING EXPERTISE
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5
Read and Write  
Like an Author  
of Narrative

(5.8(A)/5.8(B)/ 
5.8(C)/5.11/5.12(A))

Characters in Conflict

Key Events

Strengthen writing by revising, 
rewriting, or trying a new 
approach.

Establish Home 
Reading Routines

95% On Target for 
Home Reading

Integrating Reading 
and Writing

Establishing 
Revising and Editing 
Protocols

Establish First Power Goal 
Review Student Work

Plan for First Small Groups

6

Story Structure and Coherence

Nuances in Meaning

Figurative Language

Editing/Publishing/Presenting

95% On Target for 
Home Reading

Begin Small Strategy 
Groups

Review Student Work 

Plan for First Thematic-Inquiry Unit 
(e.g., Research Lab #1)

*Weeks are approximate. Teachers should feel welcome to expand or condense as needed. 
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Or: Skills CardReader:  
Room:  Room:  

Range of Reading
1. Complete a chapter book each week.2. Read and understand Orange books in at least five genres.

3. Read for an hour a day, including 30 minutes at home without anyone reminding you.
Vocabulary & Language• Context Clues: Notice new words or phrases and use context clues to 

hypothesize meaning.• Synonyms/Antonyms: Come up with synonyms/antonyms for words in text.
• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.

• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

1. From what field of study is this text? What did you already know about the subject? 2. What are two or more main ideas in the text? State each of them in one sentence. 3. What reasons and evidence does the author give to support each of these 
4. How does the author organize the information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/con, cause/effect, chronological 

5. Compare the organizational structure 
6. What is the author’s opinion or point of view on the material? How does it differ 

7. Select two individuals, events, ideas or concepts and explain how they are related. 8. Interpret one of the graphic features in the text (e.g., charts, maps, illustrations, diagrams, time lines, tables, etc.) and explain how the information adds to the 
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• Word Parts: Use Greek/Latin affixes and roots as clues to the meaning of a word.

• Figurative Language: Find an example of figurative language (e.g., metaphor, simile, 

personification, idiom, adage) and describe its meaning and effect.
Comprehension: Support answers with evidence from the text.
Literature
1. From what genre is this text? What else have you read in this genre or by this author? How does this compare? Describe how the narrator’s or speaker’s point of view influences how events are described. 2. Identify and describe the following literary elements in the text: 
• Plot (conflict and resolution)• Setting (time of day or year, historical era, place, situation)• Characters (traits, roles, similarities, major and minor)• Narrator (first person/third person) 3. Compare each of the above with those of another text.

4. What is the theme (meaning, message, moral, lesson, view, or comment on life) of the text? Use details from the text to support your conclusion. • Which three scenes (chapters, stanzas, etc.) were most important and how do they connect to each other? 5. Select two characters or events. Compare and contrast them. Use specific details from the text.

Informational Text
1. From what field of study is this text? What did you already know about the subject? 2. What are two or more main ideas in the text? State each of them in one sentence. 3. What reasons and evidence does the author give to support each of these main ideas? 

4. How does the author organize the information (e.g., compare/contrast, pro/con, cause/effect, chronological sequence, etc.)? 
5. Compare the organizational structure above with another text. 6. What is the author’s opinion or point of view on the material? How does it differ from yours?

7. Select two individuals, events, ideas or concepts and explain how they are related. 8. Interpret one of the graphic features in the text (e.g., charts, maps, illustrations, diagrams, time lines, tables, etc.) and explain how the information adds to the rest of the text. 
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Plan for First Thematic-Inquiry Unit 
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Review Student Work 

Plan for First Thematic-Inquiry Unit 
(e.g., Research Lab #1)
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Review Student Work 

Plan for First Thematic-Inquiry Unit 
(e.g., Research Lab #1)
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Plan for First Thematic-Inquiry Unit 

Questions? Contact us at customercare@americanreading.com
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