
For more information visit www.americanreading.com/products/foundational-skills-toolkit

SMALL-GROUP INSTRUCTION
Help teachers make the shift to delivering Foundational Skills instruction in small groups organized by specific needs and 
disbanded as soon as that need is met. IRLA Toolkits enable teachers to provide differentiated, targeted, and efficient 
skills instruction embedded into one-on-one conferences and strategy groups.

• Explicit lessons are designed to teach and model specific skills.

• Student-facing lessons support students who learn at different paces.

• Practice books, hands-on tools, and games that build developmentally.
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Types of Conflict in How I Became a Ghost

Conflict What is the issue at the 
heart of this conflict?

Possible Change/Learning 
a Character Needs

Author’s Position or 
Theme

Character 
vs. 
Environment

Character 
vs. Self

Character 
vs. Character

Character 
vs. Society

IRLA  186Or

Evidence/Date Date 
Completed

Comprehension
CCSS RL/I.5.1

Read and Comprehend Unfamiliar Or Text
Determine what a text says explicitly and 
make logical inferences from it. 

See Cold Read Record on page 
187. Student scores a minimum 
of 9 on one Cold Read Text.

Range of Reading
CCSS RL/I.5.10

Demonstrate Ability to Finish an Or 
Chapter Book
Read and finish an Or novel, including 
demonstrating comprehension and a 
command of the vocabulary used in the text. 

After reading an Or chapter 
book, student is able to tell 
what problem the main 
character faced and how the 
problem was resolved.

Demonstrate Ability to Read and 
Comprehend Or Informational Text
Read an Or informational text, including 
demonstrating comprehension and a 
command of the vocabulary used in the text. 

After reading an Or 
informational text, student is 
able to answer: What did you 
learn? Where did you find that 
information? 

Demonstrate Ability to Read in a New 
Genre 
Read an Or biography, historical fiction, or 
science fiction text.

After finishing an Or biography, 
historical fiction, or science 
fiction book, student is able 
to tell what problem the main 
character faced and how the 
problem was resolved.

Academic 
Vocabulary in 

Current Schema
CCSS L.5.6

Demonstrate Command of an Academic 
Vocabulary of Approximately 3,000 Words
Have approximately 3,000 academic 
vocabulary words in reading vocabulary 
available for comprehending Or-level text.

Use either the Academic 
Vocabulary Infrastructure 
for Leveling on page xxiii OR 
the Academic Vocabulary in 
Current Schema on page 192. 
Student scores a minimum of 5.

A reader who is proficient at all of the above enters Or with 5.00 points. 5.00

Or Independent Reading Level Assessment
Entry Requirements: Cumulative Record

5.00–5.99

Student __________________________________  Teacher ____________________________  Room ___________  Date Started ________

IRLA  185Or

Or Independent Reading Level Overview
Proficiency and Comfort in New Genres

Or Learning Focus
Proficiency and Comfort in New Genres (Historical Fiction, Realistic Fiction, 
Biography, Poetry, etc.)
Readers at the Or level should demonstrate proficiency in at least five very different kinds of text. Encourage students 
to expand their reading experience through literacy circles, read-alouds, book clubs, sharing time, modeling, book talks, 
and having enough of the right books in these genres. Readers at the Or level are learning to analyze how different 
texts in the same series or genre approach similar themes. Proficient readers at the Or level are comfortable in realistic/
contemporary fiction, poetry, plays, informational writing, a variety of traditional tales, historical fiction, and biography.
In Or text, the vocabulary demands are increasing, with 6–10 words and/or phrases on a typical chapter book page not 
familiar from everyday speech. Readers at the Or level already know all but 1 or 2 of these academic words from their 
extensive reading at the earlier levels. Students who have not read widely will not know most of the words and may 
have comprehension difficulty because of the academic vocabulary load. These students would benefit from moving 
back to the color level where they can define all (or almost all) of the words used and read from there, or they may 
develop the habit of “reading” without comprehension. 
Readers at the Or level should finish an Or-level chapter book, or its equivalent, each week.

Key Common Core State 
Standards
CCSS RL.5.2 Determine a theme 
of a story, drama, or poem from 
details in the text, including how 
characters in a story or drama 
respond to challenges or how the 
speaker in a poem reflects upon a 
topic; summarize the text.
CCSS RI.5.2 Determine two or 
more main ideas of a text and 
explain how they are supported by 
key details; summarize the text.
CCSS RL.5.9 Compare and contrast 
stories in the same genre (e.g., 
mysteries and adventure stories) on 
their approaches to similar themes 
and topics.

Entry Requirements
Must be in place before earning Or designation.
Comprehension CCSS RL/I.5.1

• Quote accurately from a text when explaining what the text says explicitly and 
when drawing inferences from the text.

Range of Reading CCSS RL/I.5.10
• By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poetry, and informational texts, including history/social studies, 
science, and technical texts, at the high end of the grades 4–5 text complexity 
band independently and proficiently.

Academic Vocabulary in Current Schema CCSS L.5.6
• Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-

specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and 
other logical relationships.

Exit Requirements
Must be in place before earning Pu designation.
Comprehension CCSS RL/I.6.1

• Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn from the text.

Range of Reading CCSS RL/I.6.10
• By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, 

dramas, and poems, and literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity 
band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.

Academic Vocabulary in Current Schema CCSS L.6.6
• Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and 

domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when 
considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.

5.00–5.99

3  

Provide guided and independent practice 
differentiated to support students who 
learn at different paces.

Repeat

1  

2  

Identify IRLA® Reading Level.

Use the IRLA® to diagnose specific instructional needs.

4  
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Proficiency with the Vocabulary, Structures & Themes of New Genres 

Lesson HF.5: Types of Conflict in Historical Fiction
Goal: Today, we’ll explore the multiple types of conflict in historical fiction novels as  
we continue to read How I Became a Ghost.

Things to Notice: Conflict
• What is conflict?
• Why do novels have conflicts? 
• Distribute the Types of Conflict in How I Became a Ghost chart. 
• This chart includes four different types of conflict. Let’s think of examples of each kind of 

these conflicts.
• Which types of conflict are in How I Became a Ghost so far? What issue is at the heart of 

each? Use evidence from what you have read so far to support your answer. Add this to your 
Types of Conflict chart.

• How many different types of conflict in this story involve soldiers? Why do you think that is?

• What other type(s) of conflict do you expect to be ahead?

Guided Reading: How I Became a Ghost (Chapters 11-13) 
Independent Reading: Read chapters 11-13. As you read notice: 

• The characteristics listed on our anchor chart
• Types of conflict
• Vocabulary: Three new words you think are interesting (provide sticky notes)

We’ll meet again to discuss your reading at __:___.

Coaching Tip 
Theme is often 
developed 
by putting a 
protagonist and 
an antagonist into 
conflict around an 
issue. The conflict 
is the topic. The 
resolution, or the 
lesson learned from 
this conflict is the 
author’s theme on 
this topic.

Two Choctaw Indians, George Catlin (1865)

Chapters 11-13
Historical

Fiction

FOUNDATIONAL SKILLS 
TOOLKITS (Y-2R)

Reading Level Handbooks, Student 
Facing Games and Supports, Practice 
Books and/or Small-Group Texts

Reading Level Handbooks, Student 
Facing Games and Supports, Practice 
Books and/or Small-Group Texts

allí
fue

ver

SPANISH FOUNDATIONAL 
SKILLS TOOLKIT (A-2R)
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1V

Lección 3: Aprendiendo a aprender 
Palabras con poder
Estrategia: Ahora que ya saben cómo leer cientos de palabras partiéndolas en 
sílabas, vamos a aprender cómo aprender Palabras con poder. Las Palabras con 
poder son palabras que encontramos en todas partes, hasta en los libros más 
fáciles, pero si las quisiéramos trocear sería difícil y nos tomaría tiempo. Vamos a 
aprender a leer estas palabras a simple vista, en cualquier momento, en cualquier 
lugar y sin pensar. Además, las vamos a poder deletrear.

Aquí tenemos 60 de estas palabras que se utilizan más que ningunas otras en libros para 
principiantes.

Evaluación: ¿Qué palabras en esta lista ya pueden leer? 

Si sus estudiantes conocen más de unas pocas, no necesitan estas lecciones.

Carril de paso
Cualquier estudiante que pueda leer muchas 
de estas palabras debería ser evaluado/a de 
nuevo para ver si debe cambiar de nivel ENIL 
y/o grupo estratégico.

Trabajo con estudiantes multilingües
Para evaluar cuántas de estas Palabras con poder pueden leer y entender sus estudiantes 
multilingües en los primeros niveles de español, pregúnteles: ¿Reconoces alguna de estas 
palabras? Si saben varias, considere el Carril de paso.

NO les pida que expliquen sus significados (la mayoría de estas palabras son funcionales y 
de poco significado).

NO corrija su pronunciación en esta ocasión. En su lugar, hágalo en un contexto en el que 
esté claro que estarán trabajando la pronunciación más bien que destrezas de lectura.

MLL 
Supports

Palabras CVCV y Palabras con poder

44

1V Palabras con poder

al allá allí aquí
así con dan del
doy el él ella
ellas ellos en era
eres es esa está
esto estoy fue fui
gusta hay hoy ir
las les los más
mí mis nos por
puede puedo que quiere
quiero sé ser sí
somos son soy tengo
tiene tú un una
unas unos vamos ven
veo ver viene voy
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IRLA® Developmental Reading Taxonomy®

IRLA TOOLKIT ™

Reading Level Handbooks and 
Small-Group Texts

(Available for color levels A–2R)

IRLA Toolkits

Use corresponding 
IRLA® Toolkit Lessons 
to teach and model 
specific skills.

IRLA® Developmental Reading Taxonomy®

IRLA TOOLKIT ™
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American History...the Untold StoriesOnce upon a time, the story of U.S. History was the story of brave European men conquering a 

wilderness to create a model society. But wait! What about the Native American civilizations that 

already lived here? What about the thousands and thousands of Africans brought here against 

their will and enslaved—how could a “model society” include slavery? What about all of the ways 

that people of African, Asian, Native American, and Spanish descent contributed to the history of 

the U.S.? What about women and the poor of all races? When much of history goes unrecorded 

or is only recorded, preserved, and retold by the victors, the rich diversity of U.S. History may 

go unrecognized. Authors of historical fiction set out to tell some of these many different—and 

sometimes contradictory—stories of both famous and everyday Americans from all walks of life 

and the ways that these histories still shape the U.S. today.Setting & Plot
Setting Sets the RulesThe most important literary element in historical fiction is the setting because it sets the rules for everything else that follows. Describe the setting:• physical

• historical
• cultural
How does each part of the setting shape the story? 

Fact vs. Fiction
What about the setting is based on history and what is invented? Why might the author have made those choices? How do these decisions relate to his/her themes?

Plot vs. History
How do the events experienced by the characters in this story relate to real events in history? 

Language/Word ChoiceHow does the author use language to create a sense of the place, time, and culture?• description
• dialogue

Characters
Characters Drive PlotHistorical fiction worth reading has to have characters with stories that are worth following.  Describe the:

• main character
• family & friends
• allies
• enemies
Include who they are, what they want, and the ways they change in response to challenges. 

Authenticity
To be authentic, characters’ words and actions should be consistent with the ways people thought and behaved in this setting. How are the characters in this story authentic? Where aren’t they? Why do you think the author made these choices?

POV: Multiple Truths?From whose perspective is this story told? Consider:
• class
• race
• religion
• gender
• age
How does that matter? What other perspectives are represented? Which are missing?

Themes
Clash of Cultures
Early America was the first place where Europeans, Africans, American Indians, and (eventually) Asians were all in the same place at the same time. How does this novel address these encounters? What does the author want us to learn/think about how these encounters played out?

American Heroes: Pure Paragons or Flawed Humans?Does the author present people as all good/all bad, or a mix of both? How? Who does the author think we should/should not remember as an American hero? Why?
True History?
What about history have you learned from reading this book? How do you know it’s really historical fact?  

Past as Prologue
What might the author want us to learn/think about history, the United States, or being an American today?
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Wt IRLA Toolkit
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Bk IRLA Toolkit

Bk Handbook

IRLA® Developmental Reading Taxonomy®

IRLA TOOLKIT ™

Or Handbook

Or IRLA Toolkit

IRLA® Developmental Reading Taxonomy®

IRLA TOOLKIT ™

Pu IRLA Toolkit

Pu Handbook

Pu Small-Group Texts and  
Additional Texts in the Same Genre

IRLA® Developmental Reading Taxonomy®

IRLA TOOLKIT ™

Y Small-Group Texts
(6 titles, 6 copies)

Y Initial Consonant 
Practice Books
(1 copy per title)

Initial Consonants Picture Cards

INITIAL DIGRAPHS & BLENDS

INITIAL CONSONANT

INITIAL DIGRAPH & BLENDS

INITIAL CONSONANT

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3

OPTION 4

Key Word Strip

tail rain whale tank cap cash skate bell nest ice stick ring

chip slide light rock smoke store duck bug skunk car gold ear snow

1B
Key Words
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2B Handbook

2B Small-Group Texts 
(4 titles, 6 copies)
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Game Set
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Texts

2R Chapter Books
(2 Series, 6 Books 
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Word Journals
(Set of 30 in 

Assorted Colors)
Wt Small-Group 

Texts and Additional Texts 
in the Same Genre

Bk Small-Group 
Texts  and Additional 

Texts in the Same Genre

Word Journals
(Set of 30 in 

Assorted Colors)

Or Small-Group Texts 
and Additional Texts in 

the Same Genre

Setting

Place
Where does the story 
take place? Why does this 
matter?

Time
When does the story take 
place and why does it 
matter?
• Time of day or year
• Past, present, or future
• Historical period

Danger
How does the setting 
threaten the survival of the 
main character?

Characters

The Hero
Who is the protagonist or 
main character? Is s/he more 
a hero or an anti-hero? 
Describe his or her:
• Physical characteristics
• Character traits, especially 

motivations
• Place in society and why it 

matters

Minor Characters
Identify the minor characters 
and describe their:
• Motivations
• Relationship to the main 

character(s)
• Relation to the basic 

conflict or problem

Enemy/Antagonist
What is the protagonist 
struggling against? Why?
• A person
• A group
• An event

Mood
What makes this book 
feel fast-paced? Gripping? 
Adrenaline-packed?
• Plot/conflict
• Action
• Dialogue
• Word choice
• Writing style

Theme

Author’s Purpose
Why do you think the author 
wrote this book? What was 
his/her theme, message, 
moral, or lesson, for you, the 
reader?

Good vs. Evil
Is it obvious where the good 
and evil lie in the book, or 
is it ambiguous? How does 
this relate to the theme?

Peril
Who is at risk? How is this 
related to the theme?
• Character
• Community
• Society
• Planet

The Task
What is the hero setting out 
to accomplish? Why must 
this be accomplished, and 
what are the consequences 
if it is not?

The Journey
What kind of journey 
does the hero set out to 
complete? Why must the 
hero complete this journey? 
What are the consequences 
if the hero fails?

Search for Self
What does the hero learn? 
How does this relate to the 
theme?

© 2017 by American Reading Company®

Reader: _____________________________ Room: ___________

Adventure: A Dangerous Journey, A Desperate Task 
Sailing on the high seas, trekking through a mountain pass, or surviving on a deserted island, 
adventures are defined by the intense physical and emotional challenges faced by the 
characters and the exhilaration of their fight to survive the odds.
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American History...the Untold Stories
Once upon a time, the story of U.S. History was the story of brave European men conquering a 
wilderness to create a model society. But wait! What about the Native American civilizations that 
already lived here? What about the thousands and thousands of Africans brought here against 
their will and enslaved—how could a “model society” include slavery? What about all of the ways 
that people of African, Asian, Native American, and Spanish descent contributed to the history of 
the U.S.? What about women and the poor of all races? When much of history goes unrecorded 
or is only recorded, preserved, and retold by the victors, the rich diversity of U.S. History may 
go unrecognized. Authors of historical fiction set out to tell some of these many different—and 
sometimes contradictory—stories of both famous and everyday Americans from all walks of life 
and the ways that these histories still shape the U.S. today.

Setting & Plot
Setting Sets the Rules
The most important literary 
element in historical fiction is 
the setting because it sets the 
rules for everything else that 
follows. Describe the setting:
• physical
• historical
• cultural
How does each part of the 
setting shape the story? 

Fact vs. Fiction
What about the setting is 
based on history and what 
is invented? Why might the 
author have made those 
choices? How do these 
decisions relate to his/her 
themes?

Plot vs. History
How do the events experienced 
by the characters in this story 
relate to real events in history? 

Language/Word Choice
How does the author use 
language to create a sense of 
the place, time, and culture?
• description
• dialogue

Characters
Characters Drive Plot
Historical fiction worth reading 
has to have characters with 
stories that are worth following.  
Describe the:
• main character
• family & friends
• allies
• enemies
Include who they are, what they 
want, and the ways they change 
in response to challenges. 

Authenticity
To be authentic, characters’ 
words and actions should be 
consistent with the ways people 
thought and behaved in this 
setting. How are the characters 
in this story authentic? Where 
aren’t they? Why do you think 
the author made these choices?

POV: Multiple Truths?
From whose perspective is this 
story told? Consider:
• class
• race
• religion
• gender
• age
How does that matter? 
What other perspectives 
are represented? Which are 
missing?

Themes
Clash of Cultures
Early America was the first 
place where Europeans, 
Africans, American Indians, 
and (eventually) Asians were 
all in the same place at the 
same time. How does this novel 
address these encounters? 
What does the author want us 
to learn/think about how these 
encounters played out?

American Heroes: Pure 
Paragons or Flawed Humans?
Does the author present 
people as all good/all bad, or a 
mix of both? How? Who does 
the author think we should/
should not remember as an 
American hero? Why?

True History?
What about history have you 
learned from reading this 
book? How do you know it’s 
really historical fact?  

Past as Prologue
What might the author want 
us to learn/think about history, 
the United States, or being an 
American today?
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Reader: _____________________________ Room: ___________

Be prepared to answer the following questions in a live 
interview speaking as your person:

1. Where are you from? What was it like to live there during that period 
of time?

2. Tell us about your childhood. What about your childhood most 
affected your life as an adult?

3. Growing up, who were the mentors/heroes you looked up to? Why?

4. What do you feel was the turning point in your life, the moment 
where you felt things changed for you?

5. What obstacles did you have to overcome? What did you do to 
overcome those obstacles?

6. What are your most significant achievements?

7. What was the legacy that you hoped to leave behind because of 
what you accomplished in your life?

8. What lesson do you hope people learn about the way that you lived 
your life?

Biography

*225342*
SC-BIRESEARCHCARD-V2

Genre Card

© 2017 by American Reading Company®

1. What is poetry? How do you know?

2. How do you think the poet is trying to make you feel 
as you read the poem?

3. What topic(s) do you think the poet is exploring? 

4. Identify the theme and support your interpretation 
with evidence from the poem.

5. How does the poet’s word choice help communicate 
the theme of the poem? What evidence from the 
poem supports your answer?

6. What images does the poet use to help 
communicate the theme of the poem? What 
evidence from the poem supports your answer?  

7. How does the format or structure of this poem relate 
to the meaning? What evidence from the poem 
supports your answer?

Poetry
Reader: _____________________________ Room: ___________

Genre Card
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